
 
 

 

  

 

● March into history. 

● Be an upstander. 

● Share your story. 
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BOOK CLUB QUESTIONS 

 

1. What are three questions that you have for the author John Lewis?  

 

2. If you wrote Congressman John Lewis a letter, what would it say? You can send a letter to 

Congressman Lewis at his Washington, DC office: 343 Cannon House Office Building, Washington, 

DC, 20515. 

 

3. Which picture changed your thinking? How?  

 

4. What words impacted you the most?  

 

5. How does the graphic novel tell this story in a different way than books you have read or movies you 

have seen about the Civil Rights Movement? 

 

6. John Lewis is the first lawmaker to appear at Comic-Con. If you were the reporter sent to interview him 

there, what would you ask? 

 

7. What are parts of Nashville you will never see the same way again? Why?  

 

8. How did this book change your thinking? 

 

  



 
 

BOOK CLUB EXTENSION ACTIVITIES 

 

1. Our Stories Create StoryCorps recordings of elders who lived through the civil rights movement. 

Prepare questions ahead of time based on events, places, feelings, and ideas in the books you read. 

 

2. Paired Books Read Preaching to the Chickens by Jabari Asim and illustrated by E. B. Lewis.  

Compare and contrast the graphic novel and picture book versions. 

 

3. Library Visit Read some books and watch some videos to prepare for your next trip to the library. First, 

watch the short video “Eyes on the Stars,” the story about physicist Ron McNair. Growing up in Lake 

City, South Carolina, he was not allowed to check out books from his library. How did he use nonviolent 

resistance to access books and make his dreams come true? McNair became the second African 

American to enter space. Tragically, on January 28, 1986, the NASA Challenger mission ended when 

the shuttle exploded right after takeoff. How can McNair’s story inspire us today? Now watch The 

Bookmobile about survival, books, and hope. Storm Reyes tells the story of the terrible conditions of 

working full-time in the fields with other migrant workers when she was only eight years old. A 

bookmobile arrives at the fields when she is twelve, and the librarian tells her, “The more you know 

about something, the less you will fear it.” What do you think about that statement? How did Reyes’s 

realization that “Hope is not just a word” change her life? How has hope impacted your life? Read 

Hands Around the Library: Protecting Egypt’s Treasured Books by Susan L. Roth and Karen Leggett 

Abouraya. Why are libraries important to people? Read Goin’ Someplace Special by Patricia 

McKissack. How is her story similar to what Ron McNair and John Lewis experienced? Go to the 

library. What is your new thinking about libraries after hearing all of these stories? 

 

4. Six Word Memoirs It is said that Ernest Hemingway, challenged to write a story in six words, wrote, 

"For Sale: baby shoes, never worn." Six Word memoirs can help us make decisions about what is most 

important and convey it in just six words - with clever punctuation. What six word memoir might John 

Lewis write? What six word memoirs can you write to summarize your favorite parts of March? 

 

5. Lift a Line Reread the text and “lift a line” by selecting a line from the reading that strikes you as 

thought-provoking, well-written, or especially interesting in some way. Write the line on the top of a 

blank piece of paper, reread it, and free write for ten minutes. The selected line can inspire new thinking 

and fresh ideas as a reader and writer. (Adapted from: Buckner, A. (2009). Notebook connections: 

strategies for the reader’s notebook. Portland: Stenhouse Publishers.) 

 

6. Cereal Box Create a cereal box representing the text. One side lists the characters, and the other has 

your review of the book. The front shows an advertisement, and the back could be a game, timeline, or 

crossword with vocabulary words. Differentiation: Younger students could use pictures or favorite 

words. Writing skills used here include summarizing, persuasive writing, and economy of language.  

 

7. Cultural/Character X-Ray Using a drawing of the body or skeleton of a character, write about different 

aspects of the character on the body parts. Write about the character’s thoughts and beliefs (head), 

words (mouth), actions (hands), passions or wishes (heart), what the character hears (ears) and sees 

(eyes), and the geography or setting (feet). This can be used as graphic organizer in preparation for  

https://storycorps.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=okF5UGpivR8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=11OvHcgh-E4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=11OvHcgh-E4
https://www.handsaroundthelibrary.com/


 
 

 

writing, as a whole-group chart with exit card post-it notes, or as the basis for a group’s collaborative 

discussion. Differentiation: Younger students can make more literal associations. Older students can 

make more symbolic or analytical associations. Use two X-rays to compare two different characters and 

have students write to compare and contrast. Students can choose quotes from text to support their 

ideas with text evidence.(based on Short, 2009) 

 

8. Story Ray Create a sun with rays that represent parts of a story. Write the book title in a yellow sun. 

Students write parts of the story on orange rays, which are used to surround the sun circle. 

Differentiation: Younger students can use pictures and words. Older students can choose quotes or 

summarize chapters or themes. Writing skills include summarizing, analyzing, synthesizing (Short, 

2009). 

 

 

 

How do numbers tell the story? 

Create an infographic around the statistical questions you have about this time period. What 

was the economic impact of the boycotts during the civil rights movement? How far did 

African-Americans have to travel to get basic needs and services? How many years did it take 

to fully enforce laws passed by Congress and Supreme Court decisions? How far did 

Freedom Riders travel? John Lewis’s uncle gave him $100 as he left for college. What could 

$100 buy in Nashville at that time? What were the numbers of registered voters before and 

after the Voting Rights Act of 1965? Ready for more? Stella by Starlight by Sharon Draper is a 

good companion text for these metrics. Here are some examples from Teaching Tolerance of different ways 

infographics can be used to show inequity.  

 

 

How Can Comic Books and Graphic Novels Be Used for Social Justice? 

Read about the comic book Martin Luther King and the Montgomery Story, pictured on 

page 77 of March. In 1957, The Fellowship of Reconciliation (FOR) created the comic 

book to teach people about non-violent resistance. Watch this video where Dr. Sylvia 

Rhor, Martin Luther King, Jr. scholar from NYU, tells the story of Alfred Hassler and 

the evolution of this comic book. For a pdf of the comic book, click on this link. 

Teaching Tolerance, A Project of the Southern Poverty Law Center offers this history 

of the Martin Luther King and the Montgomery Story comic book. It also has teaching 

resources, such as this lesson on graphic novels using the comic book. The essential 

questions include “How can graphic novels work toward social justice?” For older 

readers, this Open Culture article offers an interesting perspective. The American 

Islamic Congress shows a video of how the comic book was translated into Arabic and 

used in Egypt 2003 to teach nonviolent resistance. Translated into Arabic and Farsi, 

these editions can be downloaded.  

 

 

● How can comic books teach the power of nonviolent resistance? 

http://www.tolerance.org/blog/picturing-inequality
http://kingencyclopedia.stanford.edu/encyclopedia/encyclopedia/enc_fellowship_of_reconciliation_for/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IOcprjBm2L4
http://www.crmvet.org/docs/ms_for_comic.pdf
http://www.crmvet.org/docs/ms_for_comic.pdf
http://www.tolerance.org/mlk-montgomery-story
http://www.tolerance.org/toolkit/toolkit-martin-luther-king-and-montgomery-story
http://www.tolerance.org/toolkit/toolkit-martin-luther-king-and-montgomery-story
http://www.tolerance.org/toolkit/toolkit-martin-luther-king-and-montgomery-story
http://www.openculture.com/2014/01/the-montgomery-story-the-mlk-comic-book-that-inspired-rep-john-lewis-graphic-novel-memoir-1957.html
http://www.aicongress.org/programs/hamsa/mlk-comic-book/
http://www.aicongress.org/programs/hamsa/mlk-comic-book/
http://www.aicongress.org/programs/hamsa/mlk-comic-book/


 
 

 

● What are the similarities and differences between using a comic book to teach nonviolence resistance 

in 1957 and today? 

● How are the pictures, words, and messages from the 1957 comic book the same or different from what 

you have learned? 

● What would you add, remove, or change if you were going to use this comic book today? 

● What is something you would like to teach or share using a comic book? 

● Draw one or two frames that would be in your comic, including words, if using them. How is this 

different than writing about your ideas? How is it the same? 

● The sequence of events in March goes back and forth between different times in John Lewis’s life. How 

did this impact the story for you? 

● What influence do you think John Lewis, Andrew Aydin and Nate Powell got from Martin Luther King 

and the Montgomery Story? Do some research to find out. 

 

 

How do The Ten Rules of Conduct Influence Your Actions Today? 

● Read the Ten Rules of Conduct on page 97 of March and in the Civil Rights Room at the Nashville 

Public Library Downtown. How do John Lewis’s “Dos” and “Do Nots” support the work of nonviolence? 

Why were these codes of behavior critical to nonviolence? How do these compare to the teachings in 

your family, community, and life? How might these impact your actions in your work to “Be an 

upstander”? 

 

 

Questions: Why Read Graphic Novels?  

1. If the writer can only choose a few words, how are the best words chosen? How do the pictures impact 

those decisions? 

2. Why do people like reading graphic novels? How is it the same or different than other reading? 

3. How is making inferences different in graphic novels than other books without art? 

4. How can graphic novels feel non-threatening and motivate reluctant readers? 

5. What do you see from the perspectives of this art form vs. just words? 

6. How do graphic novels approach difficult themes and complex stories, ideas, and issues, such as in 

Maus by Art Spiegelman, El Deafo by Cece Bell, Rollergirl by Victoria Jamieson, Honor Girl by Maggie 

Thrash, Sunnyside Up by Jennifer L. Holm, Blankets by Craig Thompson, etc.? (Some of these are 

more appropriate for older students and young adults.) 

 

Fountas, I. C. & Pinnell, G. S. (2012). Genre study: Teaching fiction and nonfiction books. Portsmouth, NH: 

Heinemann. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://library.nashville.org/research/collection/civil-rights-collection


 
 

 

 

Want to understand the art form and history of comics? What is the connection 

between art and literacy? (can be modified for younger students) 

Read Understanding Comics: The Invisible Art by Scott McCloud, where he explains 

the medium of comics for storytelling. Think about these questions before you read 

the book.  What is the difference between comics and cartoons? As an individual, 

where is your attention focused as you read a graphic novel? What is the relationship 

between the pictures and words in graphic novels and comics as you read? What is 

missing from the panels that forces you to make inferences to figure things out on 

your own? In the art of comics, the creators make decisions about what to include and 

leave out. What assumptions might comics creators make about readers when 

balancing what to include and leave out? What do you see and not see? How does 

the use of line and color change the impact on the reader? How does the art form of 

comics use sequence to move the reader through space and time? 

 

 

Look at the comics in the newspaper or in a set of graphic novels. Compare and contrast 

different ones. What similarities and differences do you notice? What do the comics say about 

the artists in terms of drawing styles? What is the relationship between the content of the 

comic and the drawing style of the comic? Where are the words placed in the comics? How 

are the frames used (how many, vertical or horizontal, etc.)?  In which direction(s) do you read 

the comic? How do different sized frames convey different meaning? How does the artist create motion? How 

does the author create sound and emphasis? How are word balloons used differently? How does the style and 

use change the meaning? How does the artist create mood and express emotion in the drawings? In a 

particular part, what carries more meaning, the words or pictures? 

 

 

If the person who creates the picture book, comic, or graphic novel is 

both the writer and the artist, how is that different than when there is an 

author and an illustrator or comic - two different people? Mo Willems is 

the author and artist for his Elephant and Piggie and Pigeon books, as is 

Jeff Kinney for his Diary of a Wimpy Kid books. When you think about 

the words, drawings, and meaning, what conversations do you these 

artists/authors have with themselves? What conversations do you think 

John Lewis and Andrew Aydin had with artist Nate Powell as they 

developed the March trilogy? 

                         

 

 

 

 

 


